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Context of study

« HPTN 071 (PopART) is a cluster-randomised trial
evaluating a combination HIV prevention
Intervention being implemented in Zambia and

South Africa.
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Community Advisory Boards (CABS)

« Community engagement (CE) is an approach
aimed at improving the conduct of research and its
outcomes by including community input into the
design and implementation of studies (Simwinga,
et al (2016)).

« CABs are a commonly used strategy for involving
the community in research (Simwinga, et
al.(2016)).
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Community Advisory Boards (CABS)

« ACAB is a link between the study and the
researched community.

 CABs promote respect for participants, build trust
between researchers and community members
and promote inclusion of key stakeholders in the
research process (Simwinga, et al (2016)).
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HPTN 071 (PopART) CAB —
Community Advisory Board

* |n South Africa two members from each clinic health
committee were elected to form the CAB.

e The health committee members nominated two names
from the 9 clinic sites.

* These members are local individuals from the study
communities.

« The CAB meets once every month.

« Avariety of topics is discussed in the meetings such
as,
Refusal of participation in the study from community
members.
Myths about the study and how to clarify them.

Assist at looking at the language used in the consent forms
and questionnaires is easily understood by locals.
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We ask?

Aim: To explore and document community
experiences of the HPTN 071 study with the CAB
members.

Obijectives:
» To describe our process of implementing the photo-journal
activity with the HPTN 071 (PopART) CAB in South Africa .

 To describe the CAB members’ perspectives on how the
HPTN 071 (PopART) study has been experienced in their
communities.

 To summarise challenges and advantages of using the
photo-journal activity to document CABS’ experiences.
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Methods

* In South Africa, 9 communities are represented by
a CAB of 18 members.

« A photo-journal exercise was conducted with CAB
members between July and October 2014 and
May and September 2016.

« CAB members were given cameras to take
pictures of events which according to them
represented the visibility and impact of the study in
their communities.
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Methods

* The process involved three phases of data
collection.
An introductory group discussion.

A day of photography, semi-structured
observation.

A closing-out group discussion.
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Perspectives

 Ethical trial implementation.

Oy ko Bouy ackiuites
Comanumiles-
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Perspectives

 Ethical trial implementation cont.
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e Trial's impact in the communities.
Intervention site
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Perspectives

e Trial's impact in the communities cont-
Non intervention site.
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Perspectives

 Engagement strategies



| essons learnt

e High retention rates of CAB members due to
employment opportunities.

* Flexibility is needed when conducting the activity.

e Patience with community members as they are not
always reliable to keep appointments.



Conclusion

 The photo-journal activity enabled critical reflection
by CAB members and researchers of the role of
CE in cluster-randomised trials.

* Photography to be used a medium of expression
In research.
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